Scarlet Letter Vocabulary List- Part I (ch 1-12)
Decorous (adj)- proper, following decorum


Ex/ Katherine is a decorous woman who never puts her elbows on the table.
Providence (n)- Divine guidance and care
Ex/ He praised the goodness of the Providence which had created the marvel of the human organism.

Contumely (n)- (contumelies= plural) (contumeliously- adv or contumeliousness- n) insults
Ex/ Abby often hurled contumelies at Betty which negatively impacted her self-esteem.

Malefactress (n)- (malefactor= man) a woman who does wrong or commits a crime 

Ex/ Abby was a malefactress because she accused people of being witches when she knew they were innocent. 

Pillory (n)- a device for displaying prisoners in public, consisting of a wooden bar that locks head and hands in
 place

Ex/ When prisoners are punished, they are often displayed in the pillory, giving the town an opportunity to scoff at them.

Mien (n)- facial expression, manner of conduct

Ex/ While in the pillory, a prisoner may use a mien that will scare little children, as the prisoner may not be a kind person.

Purport (v)- intent


Ex/ The purport of the letter was not understood by the man who received it.  

Amenable (adj)- responsive to suggestion; willing to comply

Ex/ When the class asked the teacher not to give homework during Sprit Week, she was amenable to that suggestion, as she wanted to attend skit night as well.

Insubordination (n)- (insubordinate= adj) refusal to obey authority

Ex/ This insubordination will not be tolerated! You must be subordinate or else you will be suspended!

Ascetic (adj)- morally strict

Ex/ The reverend was an ascetic man, never giving in to the temptation of the vices that his friends freely enjoyed.

Anathemas (n)- curses; vehement denunciations

Ex/ It was not uncommon for women to shout anathemas at Abby as she accused them of being witches.

Caprice (n)- impulsive action; whim

Ex/ It is not a good idea to follow a caprice as doing so will often lead to unsavory consequences.

Averred (v)- argued, contended

Ex/ He averred he was innocent.
Interpose (v)- (can also be used as interposed, interposing, interposes) to place oneself
between; to come between
Ex/ The teacher interposed in the argument between two students and was able to quell the dispute.


Dissembled (v)- to conceal the truth; to hide or be dishonest about true motives

Ex/ It is not proper to dissemble what the school already knows about our Dean of students, which is why I will admit she was a liar and a cheat. 
Undissembled (adj)- genuine; honest


Ex/ Since she was being undissembled, she told us how she really felt.

Expiation (n)- the act of making amends for a sin


Ex/ It is important to expiate the guilt that one has by going to confession.
Impute (v)- to blame

Ex/ He imputed the financial crisis on reckless individuals rather than our country collectively. 

Inimical (adj)- unfriendly; likely to cause damage

Ex/ His father’s inimical glare made his son falter in his lie. He was caught.
Inauspicious (adj) or inauspiciously (adv)- not showing that future success is likely

Ex/ This many problems so early in the project is an inauspicious sign.
Scarlet Letter Vocab- Part 2 (ch 12-end)
Animadversion (n): unflattering criticism; unkind remark


Ex/ Many women in the company offered up animadversions about the new hire, saying that she was not qualified for the position.
Benign (adj): producing or intending good


Ex/ The king’s rule was benign, as he did not require his peasants to work more than necessary. 

Beneficent (adj): doing good works or producing good 

Ex/ Mother Teresa was a beneficent woman who spent her life helping others.

Blackguard (n): disreputable man

Ex/ John Proctor was considered a blackguard because he had an affair with Abby. 
Consummation (n): (also, consummate- v) result of a long chain of events; finish

Ex/ The consummation of the semester is a final exam. 

Countenance (v): to condone; give approval for


Ex/ Mr. Mac countenanced the junior’s decision to wear LHS hats on Thursdays because he felt it showed his school spirit.
Deportment (n): manner of behavior


Ex/ Meanwhile, the deportment of the sophomore class during Spirit Week was not acceptable.

Depredation (n): robbery; plunder


Ex/ It’s amazing to think that Grand Central Station’s elegance has been maintained despite the many depredations that have occurred there.
Despotic (adj): (also- despotically- adv) like a tyrant


Ex/ The despotic principal would never allow his students or teachers to talk on their cell phones.

Dissolute (adj): lacking morals


Ex/ Some may see Mary Warren as a dissolute girl, but at one point she tried to do the right thing.

Ignominy (n): disgrace, dishonor, public contempt

Ex/ The ignominy of the crowd was felt by the prisoner who was locked in the pillory.

Impiety (n): lack of religious respect


Ex/ When she laughed at prayer, Abby showed much impiety.  
Misanthropist (n): a person who dislikes other people

Ex/ Some students who are loners claim to be misanthropists.

Machinations (n): secret actions or schemes


Ex/ It is not uncommon for prisoners to create machinations in order to break out of captivity.

Mollify (v): pacified; appeased


Ex/ The teacher mollified the students by exempting them from the vocabulary quiz due to their high stress levels.
Obeisant (adj): showing respect, deference or homage


Ex/ After that day, all of her students were obeisant and never talked back to the teacher.
Pathos (n): the quality of pity or sympathy


Ex/ After walking by the homeless man, Andrea felt as stab of pathos and went back and offered him her spare change.

Plaintive (adj): mournful; expressing sadness

Ex/ The plaintive melody of the piano always made her cry.

Probity (n): integrity; honesty


Ex/ He was characterized by his probity; he never told a lie.

Sumptuary (adj): regulating personal habits on moral or religious grounds 

(*not to be confused with sumptuous which means lavish)

Ex/ The sumptuary reverend never drank liquor in excess, as this was against his religion.

Usurp (v): to replace by force


Ex/ The king was usurped by his peasants and unfortunately, this entailed killing him.
