Transcendentalism

Transcendentalism was a highly influential philosophy that was popular in New England in the 1830s and 1840s. It was more a “cluster of ideas” rather than an organized philosophy. It was generally associated with the following:
1) Individuals should act according to their own spiritual convictions rather than what society dictates. 

2) Divinity (God) dwells IN the world, not separate from it, and we are part of that Divinity.

3) Nature is a vast array of symbols that can lead up towards the eternal truth of God.
a. Awareness of that truth is achieved through intuition rather than reason.

4) Since such ultimate truth transcended (was beyond) nature, the intuitive means of discovering it was transcendental.

*Writers closely associated with transcendentalism were Emerson, Thoreau and Whitman. Critics of transcendentalism were Hawthorne and Melville.
