TEXT Paragraph Structure

FOR BODY PARAGRAPHS!
T—Topic Sentence

· What is the main idea of the paragraph?

· This establishes the context (who, what, when, where, why) for the response/paragraph.
· For short answers, what is the primary answer to the question/prompt?
(ANCHOR)
E—Evidence

· What specific information supports the main idea?

· Evidence includes concrete examples, details, quotations, statistics, graphs, tables, personal experience, etc.
· In response to text, include a quotation or description of a specific scene from the text that clearly supports the main idea.

X—Explanation
· Analyze the evidence by explaining its importance to the topic sentence and/or the overall prompt. 

· Elaborate upon the evidence to show how it proves the main idea to be true and valid.

T—Transition/Closure OR TIE TO THESIS
· Complete the paragraph with a transition sentence that either leads to the next paragraph or concludes your overall thoughts.

· For short answers, focus on providing closure by reiterating your primary answer to the question/prompt.
