Name: ____________________
Hon 11

Practice with identifying “significance”

The Scarlet Letter: Chapter 8-9


For each quote, identify the speaker, receiver, context and significance. DO NOT use your book as this is practice for pop quizzes in the future. The quotes may not be in chronological order. 

1) ___________________ ( ___________________

“’Pearl?—Ruby rather!—or Coral!—or Red Rose, at the very least!’”

2) ___________________ ( ___________________

“’He gave her in requital of all things else, which he had taken from me. She is my happiness!—she is my torture, none the less…she is the scarlet letter, only capable of being loved, and so endowed with a million-fold the power of retribution for my sin…”

3) ___________________ ( ___________________

“After putting her finger in her mouth, with many ungracious refusals to answer good Mr. Wilson’s questions, the child finally announced that she had not been made at all, but had been plucked by her mother off the bush of wild roses that grew by the prison-door.”

4) ___________________ ( ___________________

“’You speak, my friend, with a strange earnestness’ said __________, smiling.”

5) ___________________ ( ___________________

“But here if we suppose this interview…to be authentic, and not a parable- was already an illustration of the young minister’s argument against surrendering the relation of a fallen mother to the offspring of her frailty.”

6) ___________________ ( ___________________

“…it grew to be a widely diffused opinion, that the Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale, like many other personages of especial sanctity, in all ages of the Christian world, was haunted either by Satan himself, or Satan’s emissary, in the guise of old Roger Chillingworth.”

7) ___________________ ( ___________________

“So Roger Chillingworth—the man of skill, the kind and friendly physician—strove to go deep into his patient’s bosom, delving among his principles, prying into his recollections, and probing everything with a cautious touch, like a treasure-seeker in a dark cavern.”

8) ___________________ ( ___________________

“This diabolical agent had the Divine permission, for a season, to burrow into the clergyman’s intimacy, and plot against his soul.”

9) ___________________ ( ___________________

“…the battle was a sore one, and the victory anything but secure.”

