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The Scarlet Letter: Chapter 17 Analysis

1) Why are Hester and Dimmesdale constantly compared to spirits or ghosts during this chapter?

2) During this chapter, we learn a lot about Dimmesdale’s personality. Explain what each of the following quotes suggest about his character:

“Of penance [self-punishment], I have had enough! Of penitence [atonement], there has been none! Happy are you, Hester, that wears the scarlet letter openly upon your bosom! Mine burns in secret!”

“Woman! Woman- thou art accountable for this! I cannot forgive thee!”

What does Hester wonder if Dimmesdale has forgotten? What is reveled about their relationship?

“Oh, Hester… Thou tellest of running a race to a man whose knees are tottering beneath him! I must die here!”

What exactly does Hester suggest to Dimmesdale at the end of the chapter in a very subtle way?

