Name: ____________________________

Huck Finn: Decoding Important Quotes

For each quote, explain the context, list the speaker and the receiver and the significance (i.e. Why is the quote important? What is it trying to show about the character, situation, author, speaker, etc). You should write these responses in your notebook.

Tom tells Huck, “Shucks, it ain’t no use to talk to you, Huck Finn. You don’t seems to know anything, somehow,” (43). Why does he say this and what does this show about his character?

One of the first times the reader encounters Jim, he comes equipped with a hair ball. Why is his interaction with Huck considered humorous? (Hint: The answer is NOT that he has a hair ball!)

“’I’ve seen it in books; and so of course that’s what we’ve got to do’” (chapter II page 38). 

Speaker __________________ ( Receiver ______________________

“’There was a free nigger there, from Ohio; a mulatter, most as white as a white man… They said he could vote… Thinks I, what is the country a-coming to?’” (VI 52).

Speaker __________________ ( Receiver ______________________

“’People would call me a low down Ablitionist and despise me for keeping mum- but that don’t make no difference…’” (VIII 65).

Speaker __________________ ( Receiver ______________________

“I told Jim all about what happened inside the wreck, and at the ferry-boat; and I said these kinds of things was adventures; but he said he didn’t want no more adventures” (XIV 92). 

Speaker __________________ 

In Chapter XV (94-95), Jim and Huck have a lengthy discussion about how French people speak French. What is this conversation satirizing?
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“’Jim won’t ever forget you, Huck; you’s de bes’ fren’ Jim’s ever had; en you’s de only fren’ ole Jim’s got now’” (XVI 102). 

Speaker __________________ ( Receiver ______________________

“Buck and his ma and all of them smoked cob pipes, except the nigger woman, which was gone, and the two young women” (XVII 110). 

Speaker __________________ 

“…the new clothes Buck’s folks made for me was too good to be comfortable, and besides I didn’t go much on clothes, no-how” (XIX 126).

Speaker __________________

“If I never learnt nothing else out of pap, I learnt that the best way to get along with his kind of people is to let them have their own way” (XIX 131).

Speaker __________________ 

“I found Jim had been trying to get him to talk French, so he could hear what it was like; but he said he had been in this country so long, and had so much trouble, he’d forgot it” (XXI 139).

Speaker __________________

“’The idea of you lynching anybody…Why, a man’s safe in the hands of ten thousand of your kind- as long as it’s day-time…’” (XXII 148).

Speaker __________________ ( Receiver ______________________

“’…for he respected everybody, he liked everybody, and so it’s fitten that his funeral orgies sh’d be public’” (XXVI 166).

Speaker __________________ ( Receiver ______________________

“’I’m going to do everything just as you’ve told me; and if I don’t ever see you again, I sha’n’t ever forget you, and I’ll think of you a many and a many a time, and I’ll pray for you too!’- and she was gone. Pray for me! I reckoned if she knowed me she’d take a job that was more nearer her size” (XXVIII 184). 

Speaker __________________ ( Receiver ______________________

“The king began to gurgle, and then he gasps out: ’Nough! I own up!’… So the duke took his hands off, and says: ‘If you ever deny it again, I’ll drown you.’”

Speaker __________________ ( Receiver ______________________ 

