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Name ________________________
Understanding Shakespearean England
I.  ESSENTIAL QUESTION: On life’s journey, what are the consequences of our choices?
In our next unit, we will be reading Romeo and Juliet.  In preparation for our unit, you will experience Shakespearean England by attending Capulet’s Masquerade Ball.  In order to understand the historical context, the culture and society of the time period, we will study some of the topics related to this prolific time in history.
II. TASK:  You will research and teach the class about a single topic related to the Shakespearean England. This is due Thursday 5/14 and is worth a QUIZ grade. 
1. Produce  a 5 minute presentation

2. [image: image2.wmf]Create a visual that effectively communicates your information. (A tri-fold poster board OR Prezi/Power Point)
3. Create or bring in an artifact depicting your topic.  This should be a concrete representation of your research.
4.  Fashion a mask and costume for the Capulet Ball. 
5. Deliver Oral Presentation:  Every member of the group MUST participate in the oral presentation!  Refer to Oral Presentation School-wide rubric when planning lesson.   
RESEARCH TOPICS:
· Shakespeare & Language- Collect information about his personal life, professional life, important events and influences in his life, his friends, family and partners.  Some brochures may cover:  Shakespeare as a husband and father, his marriage to Anne Hathaway, his education in Stratford, his success as an investor and businessman, Shakespeare as an actor, Shakespeare’s closest friends, topics of controversy relating to Shakespeare, etc. What famous words did he invent? Famous phrases?
· The Globe Theatre - Detail its architecture, its size, its location, capacity, ornamentation. Who were the groundlings, and what were they like?  Who were the actors?  Who were most famous at the time?  What events threatened the future of the Globe?  Where is the Globe today?  Who were the actors best known at the Globe?  What was costuming like?  What does Shakespeare say about theatre in his work?

· Food & Entertainment of the Golden Age- What were the foods and drinks that the English would have enjoyed during this period?  What did people eat at feasts?  What kinds of foods – meat, fruit, vegetables did they eat?  How did they keep their food fresh?  Where did they get their food/drinks?  Who prepared the food?  
· Entertainment of the Golden Age - What kind of music did they listen to (sample of music essential!!)?  What kinds of instruments were used?  Dancing?  Hobbies?  What kind of games did children play?  What did people do at feasts and parties?

· Marriage/Family & Fashion– What did people wear?  What was the dress for each class?  What did people wear daily?  What might people wear for a ball or party?  What about shoes?  What materials were used to make clothes?  Where did they get their clothes/garments?  Hairstyles? What was it like to get married in Elizabethan England? What do the words “betrothal” and “dowry” mean?  Name three marriage and betrothal customs, including the color of the bride’s dress, wedding announcements, wedding rings, etc. What was family life like? What did people do for work? How did families interact? What did they do for fun?
