Crucible Vocabulary

Persecute: 
(v) To oppress a race or group of people because of ethnicity or religion

Creed:

(n) A statement of beliefs or set of principles.

Paradox: 
(n) Somebody who has qualities that seem to contradict each other

Contention: 
(n) An opinion or claim stated in the course of an argument

Formidable:
(adj) Difficult to deal with or overcome

Faction:
(n) Dissenting (or nonconformist) minority within a larger group.

Afflict: 
(v) To cause severe mental or physical distress to somebody

Trepidation:
(n) Fear or uneasiness about the future or a future event

Conviction:
(n) A firmly held belief or firmness of opinion

Falter:

(v) To lose confidence

Solemn:
(v) Demonstrating sincerity and gravity.

Daft:

(adj) Lacking common sense, irrational

Denounce:
(v) To express harsh criticism or condemnation of something or somebody, usually in public.

Reprieve:
The postponement of a punishment (n); to stop or postpone a punishment (v)

Adamant:
(adj) Very determined and not influenced by appeals to reconsider
