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The Scarlet Letter: Small group discussions


Under each prompt question, write a quick response in your notebook. Once each person in your group has finished his/her response, discuss the question as a whole group. Jot down bullet points highlighting what you talked about in your discussions.

1) Towards the end of chapter 13, Hester thinks to herself that, “The scarlet letter had not done its office,” (150). Why does she feel this way? Do you agree or disagree with this statement?

Discussion points: 

2) Some critics say that Hester Prynne was the first American heroine. Others, however, say that her somewhat silent suffering isn’t truly heroic. What qualities and actions make a character heroic? Are there any heroes or heroic actions in The Scarlet Letter? Defend your answer.
Discussion points: 

3) How would you describe the difference between a "sin of passion" and a "sin of principle?" Which category does the affair between Hester and Rev. Dimmesdale fall under? Why?

Discussion points:

4) If Hester Prynne is the protagonist of The Scarlet Letter, who is the antagonist? Which of the characters (if any) do you believe serves as the villain in the novel? Why? What qualities and actions make a character villainous? If you believe that there are no villains in the story, why do you feel that is the case?
Discussion points:
