Name: ___________________
Mockingbird Summary and Questions


Between chapter 4 and 19, many things are happening in town. Read the following prompts and infter your answers to the questions.

1) Atticus decides to defend Tom Robinson (a black man) in a trail. Tom was accused of raping Burris Ewell’s daughter. What do we know about the Ewell family so far? List 3 things:

a)

b)

c)

2) Knowing Atticus, why must he have taken the case?

3) Scout and Jem are bullied at school. Why do you suppose they are bullied?

Read the summary of chapter 17 and 18, then answer the question below:

The trial begins. The prosecutor, Mr. Gilmer, questions Heck Tate, who remembers how, on the night of November 21, Bob Ewell urged him to go to the Ewell house and told him that his daughter Mayella had been raped. When Tate got there, he found Mayella bruised and beaten, and she told him that Tom Robinson had raped her. Atticus cross-examines the witness, who admits that no doctor was called, and tells Atticus that Mayella’s bruises were concentrated on the right side of her face (Tom has a useless left hand). Tate leaves the stand, and Bob Ewell is called.

Bob Ewell and his children live behind the town garbage dump in a tin-roofed cabin with a yard full of trash. No one is sure how many children Ewell has, and the only orderly corner of the yard is planted with well-tended geraniums rumored to belong to Mayella. An extremely rude little man, Ewell testifies that on the evening in question he was coming out of the woods with a load of wood when he heard his daughter yelling. When he reached the house, he looked in the window and saw Tom Robinson raping her. Robinson fled, and Ewell went into the house, saw that his daughter was all right, and ran for the sheriff. Atticus’s cross-examination is brief: he asks Mr. Ewell why no doctor was called (it was too expensive and there was no need), and then has the witness write his name. Bob Ewell, the jury sees, is left-handed—and a left-handed man would be more likely to leave bruises on the right side of a girl’s face.
4) Is Atticus’s point logical? Why or why not?
Read the summary of chapter 18, then respond to the following question.
The trial continues, with the whole town glued to the trial. Mayella, who testifies next, is a reasonably clean—by the Ewells’ standards—and obviously terrified nineteen-year-old girl. She says that she called Tom Robinson inside the fence that evening and offered him a nickel to break up a dresser for her, and that once he got inside the house he grabbed her and took advantage of her. In Atticus’s cross-examination, Mayella reveals that her life consists of seven unhelpful siblings, a drunken father, and no friends.
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Atticus then examines her testimony and asks why she didn’t put up a better fight, why her screams didn’t bring the other children running, and, most important, how Tom Robinson managed the crime: how he bruised the right side of her face with his useless left hand, which was torn apart by a cotton gin when he was a boy. Atticus pleads with Mayella to admit that there was no rape, that her father beat her. She shouts at him and yells that the courtroom would have to be a bunch of cowards not to convict Tom Robinson; she then bursts into tears, refusing to answer any more questions. The prosecution rests, and Atticus calls only one witness—Tom Robinson.
5) Why did Mayella yell at Atticus and cry? Why might she do this?

6) Why does the courtroom dislike Atticus for his work as the defense attorney?

7) Write a prediction. What do you think will happen when Tom takes the stand?

If you were Tom, would you be nervous to take the stand? Why or why not?

